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regaining Government property in native hands, and
last, but in no sense least, what regulations should be
made for the diminution of venereal disease.

Our recommendations in regard to the last item
need not be dwelt upon, but I may say that they were
adopted and somewhat ameliorated the state of affairs
prevailing.

^ The evidence before the committee clearly proved
that venereal disease was so prevalent at Gibraltar and
was of so virulent a form as seriously to impair the
efficiency of the naval and military forces there stationed.
It constituted a grave danger to the army and was a
source of great suffering not only to young soldiers and
sailors, to whom the State stands almost in loco parentis,
but also to the unfortunate women concerned. Evidence
was given that over fifty per cent, of the soldiers in
hospital were under treatment for venereal, and that
batteries were unworkable, ships undermanned and
regiments decimated owing to the number of men
suffering from such disease or its after-effects. The
evidence showed also that venereal was very prevalent
amongst the natives and that many of the "unfortun-
ates " were In a terrible state of suffering.

I was told that just before our arrival a woman so
horribly diseased that she was not expected to live had,
on hearing that the fleet had arrived, got out of her bed
in the hospital, dressed and left "because the sailor lads
had arrived," and to the tender care of this foul mass of
corruption our young sailors were handed.

It was in the hope of preventing such cases as this
that the War Office tried, and failed, to induce the